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Lesson for January 18 in this issue 


Lesson 3.—John the Baptist and Jesus. 
Matthew 3:1-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:1-22. 


By John R. 





Happy New Year (Poem). 
Martin 


Notes on Open Letters: 
Denying Christ’s Coming .............. 2 

What It Means to Take Christ’s Yoke. IV. 
By B. H. Shadduck, Ph.D. 

A Sunday School Convention in Chicago. 
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International Uniform Lesson 


The Golden Text in Song. By Robert Hark- 
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The Young People’s Prayer Meeting. By 
John W. Lane, Jr. 
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For. Family Worship. By Ernest M. Wads- 
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Hitherto and Henceforth 


By Grant Colfax Tullar 


Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.—1 Sam. 7:12 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown. — 2 Tim. 4:8 
Whate’er the days ahead may bring, 
’*Tis best I should not know, 

But rest secure, whatever comes 
Of happiness or woe. 

The Lord has helped me “hitherto” — 
Is now hope and stay; 

So for the iy that yet may dawn, 

I'll trust Him as today. 

“Henceforth a crown laid up fer me”— 
Why ask I other meed? 

“A crown of righteousness,” 
Sufficient is indeed. 

Forever toward that prize I press, 
Nor will I be cast down; 

The Lord my Heiper “hitherto” — 
“Henceforth” for me, a crown. 


we 
The Sting of Sarcasm 


Satire and sarcasm are dangerous 
weapons. Skillfully handled, satire is 
like the surgeon’s scalpel, for it can ex- 
pose a source of trouble without great 
pain. It has been used by great writers, 
both secular and Christian, to point out 
human weaknesses. Wesley and White- 
field used it with good effect. But sar- 
casm is like a bludgeon, — heavy, blind, 
indiscriminate, and opening wounds with 
no possibility of healing them. It comes 
from a Greek word, of which one mean- 
ing is to tear flesh like dogs. Most of 
us are not clever enough to use satire 
or irony without working harm, and the 
occasions are extremely rare when sar- 
casm has any place whatsoever in Chris- 


the prize 


tian conversation or writing. Hearts are 
sore enough in these days, and it ill 
becomes Christians to add to their pain. 
Rather, ought we not earnestly seek to 
put into practice these inspired admoni- 
tions of the Apostle Paul: “Let your 
speech be alway with grace” (Col. 4:6); 
“let no corrupt communication proceed 
out of your mouth, but that which is 
good to the use of edifying, that it may 


minister grace unto the hearers... and 
be ye kind one to another” (Eph. 4:29, 
32). 

at 


Waiting for the Answer 


Delays are hard to bear. Yet they 
are part of God’s training of His children. 
But when our “expectation is from him” 
(Psa. 62:5), we shall not be disappointed. 
“Wait on the Lord,” wrote the Psalmist, 
“be of good courage, and he shall 
strengthen thine heart” (Psa. 27:14). 
Francis B. James, whose comments are 


'® 


among the most helpful on the Keswick 
Calendar, had this word of exhortation 
on Psalm 37:4 not long ago: “In my 
affairs let me learn to ‘tarry the Lord’s 
leisure.’ I am in a place of difficulty, 
and no door seems to open for me, no 
way of deliverance. Or there is some- 
thing I seem so urgently to need, and yet, 
though I pray, no answer is given to my 
prayer. But here again is God’s word 
that bids me wait His time. Let me 
never accuse my God of needless delays 
and harsh refusals. I shall know one 
day that, whenever He seemed to leave 
my prayer unanswered, it was only that 


I might wait for ‘a better time or a better | 


gift.’ I shall know then that His longest 
delays were often His greatest mercies, 
and even His hardest refusals were rich 
bestowals of His love.” 
Wait for His seasonable aid, 
And though it tarry, wait: q 
The promise may be long delayed, 
But cannot come too late. 


—William Cowper. 
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Glimpses of Earlier Revivals 


ARTIN LUTHER unearthed from 
M the dust and debris of centuries 

the great doctrine of justification 
by faith and restored it to the Church. 
Surely the Reformation of the sixteenth 
century was one of the greatest of all 
revivals, for it liberated multitudes from 
the hopeless task of attempting to earn 
salvation by works, and flooded their 
hearts with the glorious light of the 
Gospel of the grace of God manifested 
in Christ. In his monumental “History 
of the Reformation,” J. H. Merle D’Au- 
bigné gives a remarkable prayer uttered 
by Luther as he was about to stand 
trial at the Diet of Worms. 7 


“This prayer,” writes D’Aybigné, “ex- 
plains Luther and the Re ation. His- 
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Comfort for Dark Days 








“Fear thou not; for I am with thee: 
be not dismayed; for I am thy Ged: 
I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help 
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteousness” (Isa. 
41:10). 




















tory here raises the veil of the sanctuary, 


and discloses to our view the secret place ° 


whence strength and courage were im- 
parted to this humble and despised man, 
who was the instrument of God to eman- 
cipate the soul and the thoughts of men, 
and to open a new era. Luther and the 
Reformation are here brought before us. 
We discover their most secret springs. 
We see whence their power was de- 


rived.” Here is the prayer: 
“‘O Almighty and Everlasting God! 
How terrible is this world! Behold, it 


openeth its mouth to swallow me up, 
and I have so little trust in Thee! ... 
How weak is the flesh, and how power- 
ful is Satan! If it is in the strength of 
this world only that I must put my trust, 
all is over! ... My last hour is come, 
my condemnation has been pronounced ! 

- O God! O God! ...O God! do 
Thou help me against all the wisdom 
of the world! Do this; Thou shouldest 
do this . . . Thou alone . . . for this 
is not my work, but Thine. I have 
nothing to do here, nothing to contend 
for with these great ones of the world 
I should desire to see my days flow on 





sw 


peaceful and happy. But the cause is 
Thine . .. and it is a righteous and 
eternal cause. O Lord! help me! Faith- 
ful and unchangeable God! In no man 
do I place my trust. It would be vain! 
All that is of man is uncertain; all that 
cometh of man fails ...O God! my God, 
hearest Thou me not? .. . My God, art 
Thou dead? ... No! Thou canst not 
lie! Thou'‘hidest Thyself only! Thou 
iast chosen me for this work. I know 
t well! ... Act, then, O God... stand 
it my side, for the sake of Thy well- 
beloved Jesus Christ, who is my de- 


fence, my shield, and my strong tower.’ 


“After a moment of silent struggle, 
he thus continues: 


“Lord! where stayest Thou? ...O 
my God; where art Thou? ... Come! 
come! I am ready! . I am ready 
to lay down my life for Thy truth... 
patient as a lamb. For it is the cause 
of justice —it is Thine! ...I1 will never 
separate myself from Thee, neither now 
nor through eternity! ... And though 
the world should be filled with devils, 
—though my body, which is still the 
work of Thy hands, should be slain, be 
stretched upon the pavement, be cut in 
pieces .. . reduced to ashes ... my soul 
is Thine! ... Yes! I have the assurance 
-of Thy Word. My soul belongs to Thee! 
It shall abide forever with Thee... 
Amen! O God! help me!...Amen!’” 

* a * * 


Showers of blessing visited Bastern 
Pennsylvania when George Whitefield 
came to Philadelphia in 1739. “One of 
his visits to Philadelphia was the occa- 
sion for the erection of the building and 
planning of the Free School, which sub- 
sequently became the habitation and one 
of the earliest trusts of the University 
of Pennsylvania.” Albert D. Belden 
gives the following vivid picture of 
Whitefield’s preaching: 

“At Philadelphia the storm of revival 
broke once again. On Saturday, Novem- 
ber 24th, he preached to a vast concourse 
of all denominations in the English 
Episcopal Church — on Tuesday, the 27th, 
at German Town, seven miles away, he 
preached to six thousand persons from 





This editorial is the first of four sections 
in a 48-page booklet entitled “How Prayer 
Brings Revival.” The second message, ‘Re- 
vivals in the Bible,’’ by Bishop William Cul- 
bertson of the Reformed Episcopal Ghurch, 
will be published in the Times next week. 
The substance of the third message, by 
George T. B. Davis, was published in the 
Times December 13; the fourth message (not 
to be published in the Times), tells “How 
to Start and to Conduct a Cottage Prayer 
Meeting.” The booklet has just been 
issued by the Prayer Groups Committee of 
the Hyman Appelman Evangelistic Campaign, 
to be conducted at Town Hall in Philadelphia 
from January 11 to February 1. Copies of 
the booklet will be sent free to those who 
will agree to start a cottage prayer meeting, 
and will send their names and addresses to 
Mr. Horace F. Dean, Chairman, Appelman 
Evangelistic Campaign, 1721 Spring Garden 
St., Philadelphia. Additional copies of the 
booklet may be secured at ten cents a copy, 
or $1 a dozen. 
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the balcony of a house. On Wednesday, 
back again in Philadelphia, the crowds 
were so great that the attempt to preach 
in church was abandoned and the fields 
were sought once more. On the day of 
his departure, November 29th, the peo- 
ple thronged his door from seven o’clock 
in the morning, in tears, seeking God. 
A company of over two hundred horse- 
men escorted him from the city, and on 
reaching Chester he was met by some 
three thousand people, many of whom 
had come out from Philadelphia, clamor- 
ing for him to preach. The justices were 
in session at the time, but sent word to 
Whitefield that they would defer their 
business till his meeting was ended!” 1 

Dr. A. J. Gordon wrote concerning 
David Brainerd, missionary to the Amer- 
ican Indians in the eighteenth century: 

“Now that man did the greatest work 
by prayer. He was in the depths of 
those forests alone, unable to speak the 
language of the Indians, but he spent 
whole days in prayer. What was he 
praying for? He knew that he could 
not reach these savages: he did not un- 
derstand their language. If he wanted 
to speak at all he must find somebody 
that could vaguely interpret his thought. 





1From “George Whitefield, the Awakener,” 
by the Rev. Albert D. Belden, B.D. (Cokes- 
bury Press, Nashville, Tenn., 1930.) 








Happy New Year 


By John R. Martin 
2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 2:20; John 15:11 


With “Happy New Year” you greet your 
friends, 

And they wish you the same in reply; 

But will it be “happy,” and will it be 
“new,” 

Or like the one that has just gone by? 


For tearing a page from the calendar pad 
Doesn’t change the kind of a year; 
They all have their share of the good 

and the bad — 
Of happiness, sorrow, and cheer. 


Would you have a New Year in your 
life, my friend, 
Full of blessings unnumbered for you? 
*T may be had for the taking, beginning 
to end, 
For in Christ are all things made new. 


Would you have real happiness day after 
day, 
With a peace that the world cannot 
give? 
Let Jesus come into your heart to stay, 
And you'll then begin really to live. 


For the things of this world will all pass 
away, 
Their luster will fade and grow dim; 
But the joy of Christ Jesus will last you 
for aye — 
You will find “Happy New Year” in 
Him. 


January 3, 1942 


Therefore he knew that anything he 
might do must be absolutely dependent 
upon the power of God. So he spent 


(Continued on page 5) 








Notes on Open Letters 




















Denying Christ's Coming 

I would appreciate your advice on the 
phrase in 2 John 1 which reads, “That 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.” The 
marginal rendering in the Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible reads, “Jesus Christ coming 
in the flesh.” Do you take this reference 
to apply to His first coming or to the 
Second or Future Coming? 

I have heard it used very effectively 
in answering those who deny the literal 
return of Christ—A Pennsylvania reader. 
It would seem that the primary appli- 

cation of this text is to the first coming 
of Christ. In his First Epistle John 
makes belief in the Incarnation a test 
by which false teachers may be tried. 
He writes: “Beloved, believe not every 
spirit, but try the spirits whether they 
are of God: because many false prophets 
are gone out into the world. Hereby 
know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit 
that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh is of God: and every spirit 
that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is not of God: and this 
is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye 
have heard that it should come; and even 
now already is it in the world” (1 John 
4:1-3). Again, “Whosoever believeth 
that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: 
and every one that loveth him that begat 
loveth him also that is begotten of him” 
(1 John 5:1). As in the days of the 
early Church, many who believe that 
Jesus of Nazareth once existed, refuse 
to believe that He is the Christ, the One 
anointed of God. Dr. Scofield’s marginal 
note simply gives a more literal trans- 
lation of the Greek, “Jesus Christ com- 
ing in flesh.” 

However, 2 John 7 has evidently been 
applied by scholars to both the first and 
second coming of Christ, as may be seen 
from the following note in the Commen- 
tary of Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown: 

“He who denies Christ’s coming in the 
flesh, denies the possibility of the in- 
carnation; he who denies that he has 
come, denies its actuality. They denied 
the possibility of a Messiah’s appearing, 
or coming, in the flesh. [Neander.] I 
think the Greek present participle im- 
plies both the first and the second advent 
of Christ. He is often elsewhere called 
the Coming One (Greek), Matthew 2: 
3; Hebrews 10:37. The denial of the real- 
ity of His manifestation in the flesh, at 
His first coming, and of His personal 
advent again, constitutes Anti-Christ. 
‘The world turns away from God and 
Christ, busily intent upon its own husks; 
but to OPPOSE God and Christ is of the 
leaven of Satan.’ [Bengel.]” 


‘ 
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‘hrist’s Yoke 
~y B. H. Shadduck,- Ph.D. 














the harness. What is the motive 

of God? God hates sin. He hates 
the sin of bondage so much that God 
spared not His own Son that man might 
be delivered from it. He hates the 
sin of rebellion so much that the 
Bible offers no hope for those who per- 
sist in it. If you love some bondage sin, 
if you delight in some willful sin, the 
first step toward God is to hate sin. An- 
other word for this is REPENT. Rites, 
symbols, ceremonies, and rituals may 
help you to focus your will, and good 
deeds may testify to repentance, but they 
* can never be a substitute. 


CC the arn again the first law of 


God believes in the Holy Scriptures. 
If this is read by anyone who does not, 
then it would be logical to find a god 
or piece together one that is going in 
your direction, if you know what direc- 
tion it is. You may be sure that the 
clever men who discredit the Holy 
Scriptures have never yet agreed on how 
much to discredit or where they are go- 
ing, other than the grave. 


GOING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION 


In the “horse and buggy days” the re- 
spectable speed limit was six miles an 
hour for the buggy. Country lads who 
wished to go faster thought it great 
sport to ride freight trains. So far as 
my experience went, trainmen regarded 
country boys as friends and never made 
them get off. A young man was not 
considered proficient in this sport unless 
he could swing himself aboard a caboose 
going 15 miles an hour. To do this, it 
was necessary to stand near the moving 
train until the caboose was near, then, 
running at utmost speed in the direction 
the train was going, grasp the hand iron 
of the caboose as it passed, and let go 
of the world. I never knew a country 
lad so mentally stunted that he ran in 
the opposite direction. If you have an 
inexperienced friend who wishes to 
“thumb” a ride with a passing automo- 
bile, tell him to signal a driver going 
in the same direction as his thumb, or 
it may be taken as a gesture of farewell. 
Prayer can never be effective unless 
you want to go in the same direction God 
is going. 

Many nominal Christians can say 
truthfully, “I do not know the likes and 
dislikes of God.” A doctor who has not 


studied medical books is called a 
“quack.” A lawyer who has not studied 
law books is called a “shyster.” A 


schoolteacher not familiar with school- 
books is a curiosity. But, with a Chris- 


For the past three weeks, in the brief 
series entitled “Man, the Harness 
Maker,” Dr. Shadduck has been set- 
ting forth in his interesting, some- 
times humorous, and helpful manner 
the great truth that all of God’s com- 
mandments were for His glory and 
man’s good, but that man has made 
himself miserable by rebelling 
against God. There is an earnest 
appeal in these articles to the unsaved 
to repent and believe in Christ, and 
to the saved to yield themselves com- 
pletely to Him. The climax is 
reached in this concluding article, in 
which Dr. Shadduck gives a word of 
testimony concerning his own con- 
version, and concludes with the un- 
forgettable story of the little orphan 
girl. 








tian it is different. It is amazing how 
little one needs to know of the Bible, 
and be cocksure of one’s theories of 
right and wrong. God is very patient 
with all who really want to do His will. 
“If any man willeth to do his will, he 
shall know of the teaching .. .” (John 
oe ih «BP 


THE SECOND LAw 


If you apply this law, you. will fear 
to displease God. God cannot love the 
world and be gentle with those who 
willfully add to its misery. People who 
think of God’s love as submissive toler- 
ance of disobedience may be surprised 
to read in Leviticus 26:23, 24, “And if 
ye... will walk contrary unto me; then 
will I also walk contrary unto you, and 
will punish you yet seven times for your 
sins.” 


Some who profess to believe that they 
live as predetermined, and die when 
their time comes, may be surprised to 
read in Ecclesiastes 7:17, “Why should- 
est thou die before thy time?” 


THe THIRD LAw 


Man’s eagerness to harness the power 
of God is often frustrated by man’s 
aversion to being harnessed. God wants 
to enter into covenant relations with 
man. He wants your name on His books 
and His name on your books. Multitudes 
recite, “The Lord is my _ shepherd,” 
though they have no least desire to be 
sheep. Sheep are meek, easily guided, 
nonresisting, and the shepherd gets the 


__ wool. 


THE PARABLE OF THE DUCKS 


God is not mocked, but many earth 
creatures are. Next to humans, I have 
found that hens are most easily hum- 
bugged. The shabbiest joke on the farm 
is to put duck’s eggs under a brooding 
hen. When the ducks are hatched it is 
a tragedy for the hen and a comedy 
for the bystanders. The ducklings go 
where they please, utterly indifferent to 
the hen’s frantic clucking and cackled 
alarm. They do not understand the hen’s 
language, and she does not know 
whether they are happy or suffer pain. 
They eat what she forbids and refuse 
what she recommends. They never fol- 
low her; she always follows them, at 
least to the edge of the mud puddles 
where they stand on their heads in the 
water and she threatens a nervous break- 
down. When they become waterlogged 
and sticky with mud, they dry them- 
selves against her breast. It is a one- 
way relationship; she is compelled to be 
the mother of ducks, but they never even 
approximate the chickens of a hen, Even 
so, there are multitudes who take it for 
granted that by the laws of the universe, 
God is bound to be their father, but they 
need not be His children. Somewhere 
between them and God there is a “miss- 
ing link.” The Good Shepherd must 
accept everything in the pasture — even 
the romping jack rabbits. 

It is neither useful nor kind to scold 
at defeated believers, but only by 
lamentable facts may we hope to find 
the way to victory. 


THE YOKE OF CHRIST 


The Lord Jesus said, “Take my yoke 
upon you.” Some regard this as an ex- 
hortation to accept bondage. Others see 
in it an ultimatum meaning, be unhappy 
here or hereafter. Why not see in it an 
invitation to share the power of Christ? 


For an ox, a yoke means loss of free- 
dom, but it guarantees food, shelter, and 
protection. When a man shares the yoke 
of Christ, is the man working for Christ,, 
is Christ working for the man, or are 
their interests merged? The answer de- 
termines whether it is freedom or bond- 
age. For most humans, a yoke is the 
symbol of added burdens, and are we not 
already overburdened? In stained glass 
windows we have crosses, crowns, 
anchors, lilies, grapes, lambs, doves, and 
sheaves of wheat; I have never seen a 
yoke used as a church ornament. 


Many people find their necks are too 
short for the yokes they already have. 
Taxes, rents, bills, dues, assessments 
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contributions, replacements, interest 
charges, and the time given to clubs, 
societies, lodges, associations, and social 
groups have pre-empted all available 
necks, and they are looking for more 
necks. It is said that there are over 
two hundred nationally known organiza- 
tions in our country looking for joiners. 
Already some people are budgeting their 
necks, that is, one yoke for Monday, 
another for Tuesday, and so on, leaving 
Sunday for a good nap. 


When the Master said, “Take my 
yoke,” He meant something permanent, 
not something like pearl beads to be 
worn only at functions, or a jacket to 
go on and off with a zipper. 


The yoke of Christ is for two necks. 
Where one goes the other goes. You 
can hardly visualize a yokemate of 
Christ romping with the world and re- 
porting once a week for adoration. It 
is argued that individual freedom en- 
courages initiative. So it does, and so 
would a one-man army; but when the 
load is too heavy or the enemy too 
strong, initiative is not so important as 
triumph. If you share His yoke, He 
must pull you through the hard places 
or Himself be stalled. 


THE PARABLE OF THE AUTOMOBILE 


When I owned my first automobile, 
I traveled much over dirt roads, and 
wet dirt is mud. In those days, no 
country pastor thought of mud roads as 
a means of grace. The car I drove was 
known as a “Lizzie,” which was a con- 
traction of the name “Road Lizard.” One 
night through fog and rain my car was 
climbing a long hill when I saw through 
the darkness a mechanical monster com- 
ing down the hill in the middle of the 
road. It was some kind of iron dragon, 
belching sparks of fire, and it made no 
move to give half the road to a preacher, 
as dragons should. Any notion that I 
ever had of claiming my rights as an 
American citizen deserted me then and 
there. I drove into the ditch and let 
the leviathan pass. It was a great trac- 
tion engine with a threshing machine 
and water tank behind it. My car stalled, 
and I was as deep in gloom as the car 
was in mire. 

Two miles away a congregation would 
wait for me a while and then go home. 
The Bible directs us to pray for those 
who mistreat us. It is surprising how 
many other things one can think of at 
such a time. A Good Samaritan with a 
donkey could only have offered kind 
words, and what I needed was power. 
The traction engine stopped and the 
driver came back. I hoped he would 
not seek to comfort me with some ob- 
servation that trouble is only blessing 
in disguise. Not even a vested choir 
singing, “Some day we’ll understand,” 
would have cheered me. No committee 
with flowers could have relieved my 
distress. I wanted power to get out of 
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the ditch. This man was an orator. The 
eloquence of his words thrilled me. He 
said, “Wait till I hitch the traction en- 
gine to your car.” I could have pro- 
tested that it would interfere with my 
initiative and jeopardize my independ- 
ence, but I didn’t. I knew that engine 
would take the car out of the ditch and 
not exert a thirtieth of its power. 


This man was not a relative; he was 
not bound by any covenant to help me; 
and he had only the imprisoned forces 
of boiling water to share with me. How 
much more may we claim from a cove- 
nant-keeping Father, “who hath meas- 
ured the waters in the hollow of his 
hand, and meted out heaven with the 
span, and comprehended the dust of the 
earth in a measure, and weighed the 
mountains in scales, and the hills in a 
balance” (Isa. 40:12). 


INFINITE POWER 


There is power with His yoke. He 
said, “All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth.” But, faith loves 
crutches. We hanker for the spectacular. 
It would be so thrilling to sit and send, 
as Elisha did when he rebuked the king, 
directed General Naaman to the river 
Jerdan for cleansing, and put Naaman’s 
leprosy on Gehazi (2 Kings 5). Faith 
could easily shake off its fringe of doubts 
if we could visualize the mountain full 
of horses and chariots of fire (2 Kings 
6:17), and pray blindness on a troop of 
soldiers, as Elisha did, but such events 
were no more a manifestation of the 
power of God than the breaking of sin 
shackles in countless thousands of lives. 
To careful thinkers it is not so wonder- 
ful that an earthquake can split a moun- 
tain as it is that the unheeded words of 
a prophet of God can reach across the 
gap of centuries and topple empires 
to their doom. Charged with the power 
of God, Samson wrecked a temple; filled 
with the Spirit of God, the first martyr 
was triumphant before his persecutors 
with a face “as it had been the face of 
an angel.” 


When a lad of thirteen, I went with 
my uncle, in the early morning hours, 
to a Fourth-of-July celebration. The 
men of the town had secured a cannon, 
but they needed a man who knew how 
to use it. Fortunately for me, my uncle 
had been an artilleryman and he was im- 
mediately chosen as captain of the one- 
gun battery. As I was a member of his 
staff, I was appointed sergeant of sods. 
It was my job to tear up sods to be 
rammed into the muzzle of the cannon 
and fired at the brick walls of a burned 
building. It was a great day in my life. 
I imagined the walls were pirates, out- 
laws, or redskins. That was as far as 
my imagination went, as there were no 
crooners in those days. Later in the day, 
another lad offered to share his fire- 
crackers with me, and I replied, “I am 
not interested.” Firecrackers have never 
thrilled me since that day. Five years 


‘her eyes. 
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later, within a few rods of the scene of 
that military triumph, I was an actor in 
a far greater event that occasioned joy 
in Heaven. I kneeled at an altar of 
prayer, and a great burden was lifted 
from my heart; so that I could say to 
a robin singing in the March wind, 
“Hush up! You have nothing to sing 
about as I have.” Since I met Christ 
as a Saviour, the heroes of earth have 
seemed commonplace. 


Many years ago, my little daughter 
had a birthday party. For guests, we 
invited all the little girls of a near-by 
orphanage. Night and morning these 
children had been taught to pray, “Lord, 
send me a papa and a mama and a 
home.” Children are so practical that 
they try to help God answer their 
prayers. After some hours of hilarity 


“and refreshment, they were directed to 


get their wraps and dress for the return 
to the orphanage. Looking for my wife, 
I found her cornered in the kitchen. 
Three little girls were clinging to her 
skirts and she was wiping tears from 
Being a cautious man, I de- 
cided to escape while yet there was time, 
but I had delayed too long. A little 
hand tugged at my coat and I looked 
down into blue eyes and a wistful face 
framed in yellow curls. Then the 
maiden spoke. It was a proposal. She 
said, “Mister, you can have me.” It was 
a fervent prayer and it seemed almost 
brutal to smother the hopes of a child, 
but I had no choice. 


As a boy in school, I believed the as- 
surances of relatives and friends that I 
would go far in life. At the age of 
eighteen, I heard a sermon that con- 
vinced me that I was treating God worse 
than anyone was ever likely to treat 
me, and I saw myself as a lost soul, 
reckoned in the company of the enemies 
of God. Broken in spirit, I could not 
say, “Oh, God, you can have me”; I had 
nothing to give to Him but my burden. 
Not one of my close relatives or friends 
was a Christian. My father was hostile, 
and insisted that I had brought shame on 
the family. I left home to face the world 
alone. All my dream castles had crashed 
in ruins; all whom I had relied upon 
had failed me. When I would have de- 
spaired, my inner soul heard the whis- 
per of One who can rebuke “the raging 
waters,” and call back the dead. And 
He said, as He has said to millions of 
others willing to forsake His rivals, “You 
can have me.” Giving to God is not 
over-emphasized, but God as a gift is 
often overlooked. 


ASHTABULA, OHIO. 
wy 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. ; 
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Glimpses of Earlier Revivals 
An editorial, continued from the second page 

















whole days praying simply that the 
power of the Holy Ghost might come 
upon him so unmistakably that these 
people should not be able to stand be- 
fore him. What was his answer? Once 
he preached through a drunken inter- 
preter, a man so intoxicated that he 
could hardly stand up. That was the 
best he could do; yet scores were con- 
verted through that sermon. We cannot 
account for it, only that it was the tre- 
mendous power of God behind him.... 

“The hidden life whose days are spent 
in communion with God in trying to 
reach the source of power is the life 
that moves the world. By and by, the 
great moving current of these lives will 
begin to tell as in the case of this young 
man not quite thirty years of age. The 
marvelous missionary revival of the 
nineteenth century is due more to his 
prayers than to any other thing.” 

Here is a typical entry in David 
Brainerd’s Journal: 

“T set apart this day for secret fasting 
and prayer, to intreat God to direct and 
bless me with regard to the great work 
I have in view, of preaching the Gos- 
pel. Just at night, the Lord visited me 
marvelously in prayer; I think my soul 
never was in such agony before; I felt 
no restraint, for the treasures of divine 
grace were opened to me; I wrestled for 
absent friends, for the ingathering of 
souls, for multitudes of poor souls, and 
for many that I thought were the chil- 
dren of God, personally, in many distant 
places. I was in such agony till near 
dark, that I was wet with sweat. Oh, 
Jesus did sweat blood for poor souls! 
I longed for more compassion towards 
them.” 1 

One hundred years ago Charles G. 
Finney was being mightily used of God 
to awaken sinners in our land. Con- 
cerning him, George T. B. Davis has 
written: 

“As John Wesley was mightily used 
of God to uplift the moral and spiritual 
life of England in the eighteenth century, 
so Charles G. Finney was God’s chosen 
instrument in the nineteenth century to 
kindle revival fires in many parts of 
the United States, and to exert a power- 
ful influence in molding the future of the 
nation. 

“Like the Apostle Paul, Mr. Finney 
was given a vision of Christ, and a re- 
markable outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 





1Both from “The Life of David Brainerd, 
Missionary to the Indians.” Taken from His 
Diary and other Private Writings, by Jonathan 
Edwards, edited and abridged by the Rev. 
Homer W. Hodge. Introduction by Dr. A. J. 
Gordon. (Christian Alliance Publishing Co., 
New York, 1925.) 


which sealed his salvation, and called 
him from practicing law to preach the 
Gospel. Mr. Finney said he seemed to 
see Christ standing in the room. He fell 
at His feet and bathed them with his 
tears. Then he tells how the Holy 
Spirit flooded his soul with glory. 

“What was the secret of Finney’s 
power? It was prayer—his own 
prayers, and the prayers of others. He 
said: ‘Unless I had the spirit of prayer 
I could do nothing. If even for a day 
or an hour I lost the spirit of grace 
and supplication I found myself unable 
to preach with power and efficiency, or 
to win souls by personal conversation.’ 

“Finney had also two remarkable 
prayer helpers who sometimes went with 
him to the places where he labored — 
‘Father’ Nash and Abel Clary. Mr. 
Beardsley gives this picture of ‘Father’ 
Nash: ‘He possessed remarkable power 
in prayer. It was his habit to make a 
“praying list,” consisting of the names 
of those for whose salvation he prayed 
daily and often several times during the 
day. The answers to these prayers were 
sometimes almost miraculous, for he did 
not confine his list to those whom he 
thought would be reached by the re- 
vival, but the most obdurate and un- 
likely cases were often made the sub- 
jects of prayer, with results that were 
truly astounding.’”1 

Describing the American Awakening 
in the middle of the last century, John 
Shearer writes: 

“But the greatest means, and that 
which was pre-eminently blessed, was 
united prayer. Indeed, the Revival of 
1858 should be known as ‘The Revival 
of the United Prayer Meeting,’ for this 
was not only the fount of the great bless- 
ing; it was throughout its course the 
chief, and almost sole, instrument of 
the Divine Spirit. 

“When the American Church awoke 
to the full consciousness of the miracle 
it found that from East to West and 
from North to South the whole land was 
alive with daily prayer meetings, and 
it was in these daily united prayer mect- 
ings that the great majority of the con- 
versions took place. 

“Two of these meetings are note- 
worthy. Jeremiah Lanphier, longing in- 
tensely for revival, begged a few of his 
fellow Christians to meet with him. For 
some time he was alone in the appointed 
place of prayer, on September 23, 1857. 
Later in the day he was joined by five 
others.: This was the origin of the 
famous Fulton Street Noon Prayer Meet- 





1From “Prayer Brings Revival,” a leaflet, 
now out of print. 
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ing in New York, which has continued 
to this day. When the blessing came 
this meeting at once increased mightily 
in numbers and power. 

“In Jayne’s Hall, 4,000 met daily to 
wait+ upon God. Drawn from every 
class, they were massed together in a 
great stillness, broken only for a while 
by the sobs of the penitent. Then brief, 
earnest prayers would be offered, often 
only a few broken sentences. The pres- 
ence of God, vividly realized, produced 
a marvelous quietude and orderliness. 
Brief exhortations, the repetition of a 
single text, pierced the heart like a knife. 
At the end of the hour, the multitude 
quietly dispersed and returned to busi- 
ness, but they looked as Jacob looked 
when the sun rose upon Penuel.” 1 

From these records of revivals of the 
past, we see that it was when people 
prayed—fervently and in _ believing 
faith—that the “windows of heaven” 
were opened, and gracious revivals were 
brought to pass. 

Will not all who hear or read these 
lines pray earnestly for the city-wide 
Appelman Campaign in Philadelphia, 
from January 11 to February 1, 1942? 
The meetings are to be held in the Town 
Hall, at Broad and Race Streets, in the 
heart of the city. The evangelist is 
Hyman Appelman, a converted Jewish 
lawyer, who is being used of God to 
lead thousands of souls to Christ in the 
South and West. 

By your earnest intercession you will 
have a very real and vital share ir this 
great campaign. 





1From “Old Time Revivals,” by John 
Shearer, M.A. (Pickering and Inglis, London 
and Glasgow.) 


wy 
A Sunday School Convention 
in Chicago 


By C. V. Egemeier 


NTHUSIASM reached a new high in 

the third Sunday school convention 
sponsored by the Greater Chicago Sun- 
day School Association. Several hundred 
Christian workers gathered in the spa- 
cius auditorium of Moody Memorial 
Church in Chicago, on Saturday after- 
noon and evening, October 25, to hear 
stirring messages by the Rev. Clarence 
H. Benson, the Rev. Harold E. Garner, 
and Dr. Wilbur M. Smith. There were 
also departmental conferences presided 
over by men and women with long and 
varied experience in their respective 
fields. 

All of the departmental conferences 
were well attended. Between sessions, 
the delegates visited the attractive dis- 
plays of Sunday school supplies, helps, 
and literature which were arranged by 
a group of local publishers and distrib- 
utors. 


(Continued on page 13) 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 18. JOHN THE BAPTIST AND JESUS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matt. 3:1-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:1-22; printed text, Luke 3:1-6, 15-17, 21, 22 
Golden Text.—Thou art my beloved Son; in thee | am well pleased.— Luke 3: 22 




















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 3:1-6, 15-17, 21, 22 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Luke 3:1 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 
Czsar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judza, and Herod being 
tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturgza and 
of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene, 

2 Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God 
came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. 

3 And he came into all the country about Jordan, preach- 
ing the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins; 

4 As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet, 
saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 

5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill 
shall be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and 
the rough ways shall be made smooth; 

6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 


15 And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused 
in their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or not; 

16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you 
with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose 
shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire: 

17 Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his 
floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he 
will burn with fire unquenchable. 

21 Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, 
that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, 

22 And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove 
upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art 
my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased. 


x x 


The Lesson as a Whole 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Luke 3:1 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius 
Czsar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judza, and Herod being 
tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region 
of Iturzea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 in 
the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 
came unto John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. 3 And 
he came into all the region round about the Jordan, preaching 
the baptism of repentance unto remission of sins; 4 as it is 
written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 

1The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 

Make ye ready the way of the Lord, 

Make his paths straight. 

5 Every valley shall be filled, 

And every mountain and hill shall be brought low; 

And the crooked shall become straight, 

And the rough ways smooth; 

6 And all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 


15 And as the people were in expectation, and all men reasoned 
in their hearts concerning John, whether haply he were the Christ; 
16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with 
water; but there cometh he that is mightier than I, the latchet 
of whose shoes I am not ? worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you 
%in the Holy Spirit and in fire: 17 whose fan is in his hand, thor- 
oughly to cleanse his threshing-floor, and to gather the wheat into 
his garner; but the chaff he will burn up with unquenchable fire. 


21 Now it came to pass, when all the people were baptized, that, 
Jesus also having been baptized, and praying, the heaven was 
opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form, as a 
dove, upon him, and a voice came out of heaven, Thou art my 
beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased. 


1Isa. 40:3ff. * Gr., sufficient. * Or, with. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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who deserved to die, but who were _ the high priests.” The hereditary high- 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 
‘Tee testimony of John the Baptist 
was. all-important because’ the 
Scriptures of the prophets had de- 
clared definitely that the coming or 
appearance of the Messiah was to be 
preceded by that of the messenger, who 
was to go before His face to prepare 
the hearts of the people to receive their 
King. The forerunner was to come as 
an Elijah, to restore all things — to bring 
the remnant in Israel back to God and 
to herald the approaching advent of the 
Redeemer-King. John came in exact 
fulfillment of these predictions, as set 
forth in Isaiah 40, and Malachi 4. His 
was a preparatory ministry of most 
searching character. He began with a 
trumpet call to repentance. He separated 
the waiting remnant from the unreal 
mass by a baptism for the remission of 
sins. It was not that baptism in itself 
procured remission, but it was the con- 
fession, on the part of those who with 
honest hearts and exercised consciences 
- submitted to it, that they were sinners 


counting on the mercy of God to be ex- 
tended to them, through Him whom John 
proclaimed as the Lamb ‘of God who 
taketh away the sin of the world (John 
1:29). It was given to John thus to 
announce the Kingdom of God, into 
which all were invited to enter, but his 
ministry ended when that of the King 
Himself was well under way. 


The Historical Setting 


John the Baptist confined his ministry 
largely to the Jordan valley. Luke 
gives us a definite date for its start, 
which answers to our A. D. 26, according 
to what would seem to be the most re- 
liable chronological records. The bap- 
tism of Jesus took place early in A. D. 
27. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 3:1.—“The fifteenth year of the 
reign of Tiberias Cesar.” Luke is very 
specific as to dates, which would be well 
known to the people of his own times. 
By placing the various rulers in the way 
he did, he would enable interested per- 
sons to verify his records so as to satisfy 
inquiring minds. 

Verse 2.—‘Annas and Caiaphas being 


priesthood of the law of Moses had been 
displaced by an arbitrary ruling of the 
Roman authorities, who sold the priest- 
hood to the highest and most satisfactory 
bidder. Annas was the head of a Sad- 
ducean family, who managed to get him- 
self appointed as high priest and later 
had his son-in-law Caiaphas installed in 
the same office. 


Verse 3.—“All the country about Jor- 
dan.” This would include a territory 
some fifty miles in length and possibly 
ten or more miles in breadth. It is now 
known as El Ghor. Here John came, 
proclaiming “the baptism of repentance 
for the remission of sins.” He called 
upon men to face their true condition 
before God and to acknowledge, by bap- 
tism, that they were in need of forgive- 
ness (Luke 7:29). The waters of baptism 
could not purify their souls, but they 
were pointed by John to One who could 
—the Lamb of God. 


Verse 4.—“Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord.” This quotation from Isaiah 40:3-5 
witnesses to the deity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. In the Old Testament the word 
for “Lord” is really “Jehovah,” whose 
way John came to prepare. .The Jehovah 
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of the Old Testament is therefore the 
Jesus of the New. 


Verse 5.—“Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be 
brought low.” The language of the 
prophet is highly poetical and implies 
that all must come to one common level 
before God, as confessed sinners who 
seek to do works meet for repentance. 
Thus “the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways... made smooth.” 
When men are honest before God, a way 
is prepared for their blessing. 

Verse 6.—“All flesh shall see the salva- 
tion of God.” The universality of the 
offer of salvation is here set forth. The 
One heralded by John was coming to 
fulfill the promise made to Abraham, 
“In thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed.” 


Verse 15.—“‘The people were in expec- 
tation.” For centuries Israel had been 
waiting for the promised Deliverer, and 
the people and their leaders knew that 
the time of His appearing must be near. 
Naturally, many wondered if John could 
be He. They debated in their hearts 
as to “whether he were the Christ, or 
not.” 


Verse 16—“One mightier than I 
cometh.” John disclaimed any such 
thought as that he might be the Mes- 
siah. He was simply one sent to pre- 
pare His way. He contrasts his baptism 
with water with the greater baptism that 
was yet to come. “He,” he exclaimed, 
“shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire.” This He did when on 
Pentecost “He ... shed forth this” (Acts 
2:33), as Peter declared, in giving the 
Holy Spirit in manifest power. The bap- 
tism in fire is by some understood to 
refer to the cleansing, purifying efficacy 
of the Spirit, but others see an intimate 
connection between this and the verse 
following, and understand it to be the 
baptism of judgment awaiting the 
wicked. 


Verse 17.—‘Whose fan is in his hand,” 
referring to the ancient method of win- 
nowing, whereby the chaff was separated 
from the wheat. The wheat depicts the 
repentant portion of the people whom 
He will “gather . .. into his garner.” 
That is, they will be chosen for Himself. 
Whereas “The chaff [the unrepentant] 
he will burn up with unquenchable fire” 
(R. V.). This pictures the judgment to 
be meted out to those who reject the 
message of the Kingdom. 


Verse 21.—“Jesus also being baptized.” 
We know from other Scriptures (Matt. 
3:13-15) how perplexed John was about 
this as Jesus had no sins of which to 
repent, until the Lord made it clear that 
in baptism He was but pledging Himself 
to fulfill all righteousness. 


Verse 22.—“Thou art my beloved Son.” 
Like a gentle dove, in some visible way, 
the Spirit of God was seen descending 
and abiding upon Jesus, and the Father’s 
voice was heard from the opened 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Last Week’s Lesson 


2. January 11.—The Infancy and Boy- 
hood of Jesus. Matthew 1, 2; Luke 1, 2 





3. January 18.—John the Baptist and 
Jesus. 
Matthew 3:1-17; Mark 1:1-11; Luke 3:1-22 
4. January 25.—The Temptation of Jesus. 
Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12, 13; 
Luke 4:1-13 








heavens, declaring, “Thou art my be- 
loved Son; in thee I am well pleased,” 
or, as it might be rendered, “in whom 
I have found all my delight.” Thus at 
the very time when Jesus offered Him- 
self in baptism, to be numbered with 
transgressors and to bear the sin of 
many (Isa. 53:12), God His Father at- 
tested His delight in His Son and wit- 
nessed to the personal purity and holi- 
ness of Jesus. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

There is a sense in which the min- 
istry of John the Baptist always pre- 
cedes the revelation of the Christ of 
God as the sinner’s Saviour and the be- 
liever’s Lord. Repentance toward God 
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ ever 
go together. It is the confessedly guilty 
sinner who is glad to appropriate the 
Saviour by faith. This explains why 
many so-called conversions are so shal- 
low and unsatisfactory. They have not 
been preceded by the preparatory work 
of the Holy Spirit, bringing conviction 
of sin and a sense of the corruption of 
the natural heart. Where men think but 
lightly of sin, they will undervalue the 
grace of Him who came to save them 
from its guilt and power. Of all the 
prophets John was the greatest because 
it was given him to present the Saviour 
to the men of his day, whereas the others 
could only predict His advent. 


A Lesson Outline 
CHARACTERISTICS OF JOHN’S MINISTRY 
Preparatory (Luke 3:4; Mark 1:3) 
Faithful (Matt. 3:7; Luke 3:7) 
Leveling (Luke 3:5) 
Warning (Luke 3:9) 
Practical (Luke 3:11-14) 
Self-deprecatory (Luke 3:16) 
Christ-exalting (Matt. 3:11) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
John’s reluctance to baptize Jesus is 
readily accounted for when we see the 
true meaning of his baptism. It was in- 
tended as the outward expression of re- 
pentance on the part of the people, and 
a recognition that their sins deserved 
to be punished by death, of which bap- 
tism was a figure. As the sinless One 
there seemed no reason why Jesus should 
submit, then, to this rite. But He met 
John’s objection by declaring that it be- 
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came Him to fulfill all righteousness; 
therefore He would take His place with 
those who owned their guilt, and in His 
baptism He pledged Himself to act as 
their surety, and so to fulfill every right- 
eous demand of the throne of God on 
their behalf. 

The Baptism in (or with) the Holy 
Spirit. Note it is not the Holy Spirit 
who baptizes. It is Jesus, the risen 
Christ, who is the baptizer and the Holy 
Spirit is, in this instance, looked upon 
as the element. It is the Lord Himself 
who sent the Spirit in due time when 
His work on the cross was finished and 
He ascended into Heaven, and by this 
means He baptized believers into one 
body of which He is the Head. 


Applications and Summaries 


John announced that the Kingdom of 
God, or of Heaven (Matt. 3:2) was at 
hand. Heaven’s visible authority was 
ready to be established over the earth, 
but the people were not ready for it. 

John was an ascetic, who was in the 
desert, we are told, until the day of his 
showing unto Israel (Luke 1:80). He 
resembled Elijah in this, as well as in 
the garb he wore, as a testimony against 
the luxury of the times. 

Jesus identifies John and Elijah 
(whose coming was to precede that of 
Messiah) in the sense that the ministry 
of both was of the same type. Eaeh sought 
to show the people their lost condition 
and called them to repentance. 

In John’s baptism those who submitted 
to it did so, confessing their sins @Matt. 
3:6). In Christian baptism we confess 
the One who saves from sin. 

John sharply rebuked the hypocrites 
among the Pharisees and Sadducees who, 
when they saw that many were flock- 
ing to his baptism, would have complied 
with it also, because they came with no 
penitence for sin, nor purpose of walk- 
ing in righteousness before God. Re- 
ligious forms or ceremonies are not only 
valueless in His sight, but are repugnant 
to Him if they be divorced from true 
exercise of conscience as to one’s evil 
ways and a determination to walk be- 
fore Him in righteousness. 

Let us face the question honestly: 
Have we repented of our sins and sought, 
by divine grace, deliverance from them? 
If not, we may be assured that we are 
not yet in the way that leads to life. 

The “damnation of hell” (Matt. 23: 
33) is a very solemn term. It has been 
rendered the judgment of Gehenna, and 
refers to the doom of the wicked in the 
lake of fire, portrayed in Revelation 20. 

When summoned before Herod, who 
was curious as to John’s popularity and 
so desired to hear him for himself, the 
Baptist did not palliate the king’s sins, 
but drove home the fact of God’s dis- 
approval of the adulterous state in which 
he was living. It cost him his head, but 
he was faithful unto death. 


CHICAGO. 








eS 


8 (8) * 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT prophet foretold the coming of 
John the Baptist, and where is the 
prophecy found? 
2. What was the special characteristic of 
John’s ministry? 
3. How was John’s ministry received? 
4. What was the chief message of John 
the Baptist? 
5. To whom did John speak? 


6. How many persons are mentioned in 
Luke 3:1, 2, and to which one did the 
word of God come? 


7. How did John’s message go deeper than 
the law? 

8. What message does the world need to- 
day? 

9. What was involved in John’s baptism of 
sinners? 

10. Why was Jesus baptized by John? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 14 of this issue. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dol- 

lars for the best one each week. But readers 
are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet ex- 
plaining the conditions of this department. The 
full list of lessons for the year, with this leaf- 
let, will be sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure 
to note the conditions means that good illus- 
trations are constantly having to be rejected by 
the editors, which might otherwise be avail- 
able. 


Tllustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


The Difference Between Penance and 
Repentance.—Preaching the baptism of 
repentance (Luke 3:3b). Repentance, 
which was the burden of the Baptist’s 
message, involves the sense of sin, sor- 
row for sin, and severance from sin by the 
grace and power of God. He who re- 
pents realizes that he is a sinner, regrets 
his sin, and resolves to forsake its Re- 
member: “He that lacks time to mourn 
lacks time to mend.” A clergyman found 
the children reading the Douay version 
of the Testament, and on noticing a pas- 
sage in the chapter which was translated 
“Do penance,” where the English ver- 
sion rendered the same word by “Re- 
pent,” he asked them if they knew the 
difference between penance and repent- 
ance. A short silence followed, and then 
a little girl asked, “Is it not this 
. . : Judas did penance, and went 
and hanged himself; Peter repented, and 
wept bitterly?”—From The Teacher. Sent 
' by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Newport, Ky. 
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What Cancels Sin.—Repentance for 
remission of sins (v. 3). A clergyman, 
talking about death-bed conversion, said 
to a Christian woman, “Do you think that 
a death-bed repentance does away with 
a whole life of sin?” “No,” she answered 
quietly, “but Calvary does.”—From Won- 
derful Word. Sent by L. G. James, To- 
ronto, Ont. 


How Each of Us Can Prepare the Way. 
—Prepare ye the way of the Lord (v. 
4). One of our missionaries to China 
tells of a boy who “prepared the way” 
for Jesus in a certain village. The mis- 
sionary had never visited this village 
before. “Are there any Christians in 
your village?” he asked a man. “Only 
one boy,” was the answer. The mission- 
ary walked on, and stopping at a house 
asked for some water. “Have you ever 
heard of Jesus Christ?” he asked as he 
took the water. “Oh, yes,” was the an- 
swer, “there is a boy here who is always 
talking about Him. He wants me to give 
up idols, but I dare not do that. But 
I sometimes think he is right. He is 
so changed. He used to be selfish and 
bad-tempered, now he is unselfish and 
good-natured, and it is Christ who has 
made the change.” This woman and 
many others afterward became Chris- 
tians because of the boy. Like John, he 
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turned many to the Lord their God. 
We can all “preach” like this boy, by 
a changed life—From the _ Earnest 
Worker. Sent by Mamie D. Smith, 
Petersburg, Va. 


The Humility of Greatness.—John an- 
swered, saying unto them all, I indeed 
baptize you with water; but one mightier 
than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes 
I am not worthy to unloose (v. 16). The 
Youth’s Companion tells of some Ameri- 
ican tourists who visited the home of 
Beethoven. One of them seated herself 
at the great composer’s piano, and played 
his “Moonlight Sonata.” When she had 
finished she turned to the stern-faced 
guard and said, “I suppose a great many 
musicians visit this place every year.” 
“Yes,” said he, “Paderewski was here 
last year.” “Did he play on Beethoven’s 
piano?” “No; he said, ‘I am not worthy.’” 
—From “Cyclopedia of Religious Anec- 
dotes.” Sent by Grace Maxwell, New- 
ton, N. J.; and J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


Dr. Meyer’s Humility—The latchet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose 
(v. 16). The last letter I received from 
Dr. F. B. Meyer was written March, 
1929, in his own hand, a few weeks 
before his death. He wrote: “I am now 
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Dr. J. H. Jowett 
on the 


Character of the Puritans 


he two outstanding character- 
istics of the pilgrim fathers 
were spiritual vision and moral 
dynamic. They had a moun- 
tainous country in their life, lofty 
towering uplands, the home of 
vision and mystery. Their fear 
of God” was the foundation of 
their life. They feared God and 
nothing else. They prostrated 
themselves before God, and 
their wills became like well-tem- 
pered swords for use in the 
sternest fight. Because their 
conception of God was one of 
holiness, it was also one that 
brought bracing vigor to the soul. 
Even in the realm of the mind 
one needs the winds that blow 
from off the snows, the keen 
bracing air that blows upon the 
soul from the holiness of God. 
--An intense and lofty spiritual- 
ity bred in them a virile morality. 
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82; and in a nursing home. I want to 
tell you what the Spirit of God has 
been showing me lately. That I have 
acquired a reputation for sanctity for 
the way I have written on the inner 
secrets of the life hidden with God. I 
see how easily this may grow upon me. 
It makes one want to creep into Heaven 
unnoticed.—From A. T. Robertson, in 
From the Bible Today. Sent by Mrs. B. 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


He Took Our Nature.—Jesus also be- 
ing baptized (v. 21). Father Damien, 
while living among the lepers, obeyed 
the rules which he himself had framed 
for them, not because it was necessary 
in. his case, but it was in theirs. He 
had taken the burden of their disease 
upon himself. The sinless Jesus did not 
need baptism, but He had come to bear 
the iniquity of sinful men, so He sub- 
mitted to the rite—From the Sunday 
Circle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Anything For His Son’s Sake.—Thou 
art my beloved Son; in thee I am well 
pleased (Golden Text). A very wealthy 
man lost his wife when his only child 
was very young. Then there came into 
his home a housekeeper to take care of 
that boy. The boy lived until he was of 
age, and then he died. The man had no 
other relatives; and he died heartbroken 
soon after the boy died. He had no one 
to leave his enormous wealth to, and 
there was a great question about what 
would become of his possessions. They 
could find no will. It looked as though 
it would all just pass over to the state. 
At last it was taken over by the state, 
and they held a sale to dispose of his 
personal effects, at the mansion where he 
had lived. The old housekeeper who 
had brought up that boy from infancy, 
not having any money of her own, be- 
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ing just as poor as when she began to 
work for this wealthy man and keep 
house for him, went to the sale. There 
was only one thing she wanted. She 
couldn’t buy the furniture; she couldn’t 
buy the expensive rugs, but there was a 
picture on a wall in that house, a pic- 
ture of the boy. She loved that boy. 
He had been to her a son, although she 
held no relationship to him. When the 
picture came to be sold, nobody else 
wanted it, and she bought it for just a 
few cents, and took it home. It had been 
hanging on the wall for some time, and 
she thought she would clean it, take the 
back out, take the glass out, and polish 
it. But when she took it apart, some 
important looking papers fell out. Théy 
were given to a lawyer, who said to the 
woman, “I guess you have fallen on 
your feet this time. This man has left 
all his wealth to the one who loved his 
son enough to buy that picture.” God 
will do anything for those who love His 
Son.—From a pamphlet issued by Pastor 
Edward Drew of Paterson, N. J. Sent 
by Howard M. Green, Newfane, N. Y. 
Prize illustration. 


we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Taking Out the Curves.—Prepare ye 
the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight (Luke 3:4). One of the Amer- 
ican poets has written, 

*Tis the sunset of life gives me mystical lore, 
And coming events cast their shadows before. 

For any great event there is usually 
great preparation. I remember that 
years ago, when the former Emperor 
William of Germany was aspiring to 
push the German influence down toward 
India, and had arranged to visit Pales- 
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tine, thousands of natives were put to 
work to prepare the way for him. The 
Great War of twenty years ago was the 
“coming event,” under the leadership 
of the German Emperor, which was cast- 
ing its shadow before, and it was a very 
sinistér shadow, as thousands of white 
crosses over in France and Belgium bear 
witness, and as do hospitals for wrecked 
humanity here in this country. 

When the Pennsylvania Railroad, from 
the Delaware to the Susquehanna River, 
was built, it was sort of an experiment. 
There was only a limited amount of 
money available for its construction. 
Consequently, the road was made with 
many curves, as the construction of a 
railroad through a rolling country, in 
order to save a multitude of bridges, 
has to arrange to get enough earth out 
of the “cuts” to make the “fills.” But 
as the road prospered, some years ago 
the Pennsylvania Railroad spent millions 
of dollars in taking out curves and mak- 
ing the way straight. 

As I write this note the same thing 
is going on to a greater or lesser extent 
with various highways over the State. 
There is just coming to completion an 
automobile road from Pittsburgh to 
Harrisburg, which, by the use of tunnels, 
avoids the high grades and many curves 
of the highway which goes over the 
mountains, 

The same thing was true at the time 
of the advent of our Lord. History bears 
witness that the ways of the world were 
very crooked, and John the Baptist was 
sounding a very appropriate warning of 
what should be done. But alas, the way 
for our Lord was not made straight! 
In fact, his own people took the Lord 
and had Him executed as a criminal, 
and only a few years later brought down 
destruction upon their proud city. 


What the Volcano Did.—The people 
were in expectation (v. 15). As has 
been noted in this Corner during the 
past years, time and time again, at the 
time of the advent, of our Lurd, the 
world had sunk in a moral darkness so 
black that if I should undertake to de- 
scribe it in all of its details the editors 
would not print it, and if they did print 
it the U. S. Government would not per- 
mit the paper to go through the mail. 
The pages of ancient and intimate his- 
tory reveal these conditions. These con- 
ditions were vividly painted in a pop- 
ular novel some years ago called “Quo 
Vadis.” The author had dug into ancient 
history and he described in most vivid 
colors the conditions of the social life 
in that day among “The Upper Crust.” 

In this book was a description of the 
terrible persecution of the Christians. 
For example: When Nero gave a party 
he illuminated his grounds by fastening 
one or more Christians to a pole, cover- 
ing them with tar or other inflammables, 
and lighting his grounds with these live, 
shrieking, dying Christians. 

While the Roman world was at its low- 
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est depths Vesuvius, instead of belching 
iorth lava, belched forth ashes and cov- 
ered up a fashionable place outside of 
the city, without burning or destroying the 
things in the city. This city has been un- 
covered and is there for anyone to see to 
what low depths human nature has fallen. 
Many of the things found there in daily 
use and observation have to be kept un- 
der lock and key, only to be seen by 
scholars. 

In spite of this there was in the Roman 
world, as in the time of Elijah in the 
Jewish world, a special lot of thought- 
ful people who had not bowed the knee 
to Baal. This special earnest group 
were in expectancy. It was these who 
flocked out to the Jordan and hailed 
John the Baptist. The subsequent Gos- 
pel history reveals there were men like 
Nicodemus, and Joseph of Arimathea. 
Even when the moral light burned low 
there have always been those who live 
in expectation. 


Some Credentials—Jesus also being 
baptized, and praying, the heaven was 
opened, ... and a voice came ... Thou 
art my beloved Son (vs. 21, 22). God 
did not send His Son into the world 
without credentials that should have 
been convincing. Here at the beginning 
of the work that our Lord came to do 
He had the endorsement of Heaven itself 
in the presence of the dove, the emblem 
of the Holy Spirit, and the voice of God 
Himself bearing evidence to exactly what 
the young Galilean was. 

All through His ministry the Lord 
carried credentials, but the great Jewish 
public was too prejudiced to read these 
credentials. 

At the marriage feast of Cana of Gali- 
lee our Lord performed a most convinc- 
ing miracle that demonstrated His di- 
vinity, when He turned the water into 
a wine superior to anything that had 
ever been known. When He met the 
funeral of the son of the widow of Nain, 
He spoiled the funeral, as effectively as 
He had saved the wedding, by restoring 
the young man alive to His widowed 
mother. And He fed thousands with just 
a few loaves and fishes. 

Yet, there were folks of His day, as 
well as thousands of this day, who would 
not accept His credentials, and in Pal- 
estine the Son of God was hung upon 
the cross, and in this day He is reviled 
the world over. Men of intelligence 
have called the Gospel story “old wives’ 
tales,” and the Saviour has been accused 
of being a fake and a fraud, no better 
than any other charlatan of that day and 
of this recent day. 

Should the argument be raised that in 
these days there are no miracles that 
are credentials for the ministry of Christ, 
it will be well to remind ourselves that 
the Lord told His disciples that they 
would do greater things. 

We live in a world of Christian mir- 
acles. The turning of water into wine 
is no more a miracle than the turning 
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of a roisterer like Francis of Assisi into 
St. Francis; a river thief into Jerry 
McAuley, the founder of rescue missions; 
a jailbird into a Tom Noonan of Doyers 
Street, and hundreds of other way-down 
men and women who have been raised 
up into the highest grade Christian men 
and women. 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lessen.—We thank 
Thee for the lives of Thy courageous and 
self-sacrificing servants as given us in Thy 
Holy Word. We pray that we may not miss 
the personal lessons in these words and deeds 
of John the Baptist. May we live in fair- 
ness with other folk. May we rejoice to tell 
of our blessed Lord in such a way that we, 
ourselves, shall not be prominent in the minds 
of those to whom we speak, but may we lead 
others to Him in humble self-effacement. How 
unworthy we are even to tell the story of the 
saving power of our Lord Jesus Christ. May 
we not neglect to speak for Him, trusting 
Him to give weight to our words. In His own 
name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson—When folks asked 
John the Baptist questions about what 
they ought to do he gave them direct 
and simple answers. They must always 
be ready to help one another. When the 
publican, or taxgatherer asked him 
about duty, John went directly to what 
was most likely to be that man’s failure, 
and told him to collect no more than 
he ought to collect. When it came to 
the soldiers who wanted to know what 
they should do to get ready for that 
which John told them was coming, he 
told them not to be overbearing, or to 
bring false charges against people, and 
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to be content with what they were earn- 
ing. How direct and simple he was! 
How he went right to the heart of the 
failings of those who questioned him! 
Tell me now, do you think this made him 
popular? No, because he preached these 
and many other things, and among them 
he even told Herod what a-sinner he was. 
Is it necessary that we should be popu- 
lar? No, sometimes to be popular means 
to be wrong. We must be right whether 
popular, or not, and take the course that 
“God wants us to take, whatever the out- 
come may be. That was John’s way, and 
he’ was far better off in prison, having 
done his duty, than he would have been 
free to go and come, having failed of his 
duty. John told what Jesus had come 
to do, and he announced this to the 
people. Let us not be afraid to do what 
we know we ought to do, whatever the 
outcome may be. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


January 3, 1942 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A Nobody. 

Diseussion: What was it David had that 
his brothers did not have? What was it 
John had that Caiaphas and Annas did 
not have? 


Objective: A heart that is right with 
God. 











AY, fellows, John the Baptist, before 

he became John the Baptist, was a 
nobody. Judged by the world’s stand- 
ards of his day, that is what he was. 
It is likely that, outside of his father 
and mother, he had not a friend. His 
scant clothing was cheap and coarse; 
he spent his early young manhood out 
in the wilderness, not far from his home, 
and he fed upon the locusts and wild 
honey. As a Nazarite he was unshaven 
and wore his hair long. Not the kind 
of person who would be sought to grace 


_a king’s court, nor as a leader of society, 


and just as truly a nobody in the busi- 
ness world. 

And yet, to this nobody was com- 
mitted the priceless privilege of an- 
nouncing the arrival of Jesus Christ, 
the Messiah, the Saviour of the world, 
to begin His marvelous ministry of 
redemption. (And he did stand in 
the king’s court and boldly denounce 
Herod’s wickedness: also he stood in the 
presence of the ecclesiastical and social 
leaders calling them a “generation of 
vipers.”) Read the first three verses of 
this lesson (Luke 3:1-3) and note how 
when God wanted to introduce His only 
begotten Son to the world, He passed 
over the palaces of kings and the execu- 
tive mancions of governors, — yes, even 
passed over the courts of the high priests, 
—and many astute scholars and scribes 
and men of affairs in the business and 
political world: passed over them all 
and sought out this John Nobody, away 
out there in the wilderness to whom He 
would commit this precious business. 

But John was far from being a nobody 
in God’s sense of the word. He was of 
the nobility of Heaven. Even humanly 
speaking he was very much of a some- 
body by birth. His saintly father was 
a priest: both he and Elisabeth, John’s 
mother, were descendants of Aaron. No 
less a person than Gabriel, God’s special 
angelic messenger, had visited Zacharias 
to tell him this son would be born unto 
him: Gabriel the same messenger who 
appeared to Daniel to give him a vision, 
and to Mary to announce the coming 
birth of Jesus. Yes, John was even of 
blood relationship to Jesus, his mother 
Elisabeth being a cousin of Mary the 
mother of Jesus. Indeed, he was very 
much of a somebody. 

Yet, because of his manner of life, his 
apparel, and his separatedness, the world 
would regard him as a nobody. 

The point is this, fellows: it is not one’s 
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station in life that brings honor an@ 
power from God. It is a certain quality 
of the heart and spirit toward God. John, 
himself, expressed it when he said to 
the multitudes who ultimately came out 
to hear him and to exalt him, “He must 
increase, but I must decrease” (John 3: 
30). It is no sin to be a king or a gov- 
ernor, or a leader of society or a suc- 
cessful businessman. God has used such 
in wonderful ways, but it was only in 
cases where they put Him first, and their 
earthly honors farther down in the scale. 
But there can be under a patched shirt 
just as loyal a heart for Jesus Christ as 
may beat under purple and fine linen. 
Said the Lord to Samuel when He chose 
David to be king, “For the Lord seeth 
not as man seeth; for man looketh on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord look- 
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eth on the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). “For 
ye see your calling, brethren, how that 
not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are 
called: but God hath chosen the foolish 
things of the world to confound the 
wise; and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the 
things which are mighty; and base 
things of the world, and things which 
are despised, hath God chosen, yea, 
things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are: that no flesh 
should glory in his presence. But 
of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of 
God is made unto us wisdom, and right- 
eousness, and sanctification, and redemp- 
tion: that, according as it is written, 
He that glorieth, let him glory in the 
Lord” (1 Cor. 1:26-31). 
AVON Park, FLA. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


N OLDEN days, before there were 

newspapers and radios to carry news, 
the king sent a message to his people by 
a herald who rode fast through the coun- 
try announcing the message to every per- 
son he met. Each person in turn retold 
the message to others, and shortly, every- 
one had heard the news. 


God, before His Son appeared among 
people, sent a man to announce His 
coming and get the people ready. The 
herald was sent, but not on horseback 
in this case, to the wild country area 
near the Jordan River. On your large 
map which you have under construc- 
tion, sketch the Sea of Galilee, the Jor- 
dan River, and the Dead Sea, labeling 
each. Locate Bethabara (John 1:28). 
The herald appeared in an unusual cos- 
tume in the Jordan valley about the 
time that great throngs of people would 
be traveling along it from one of the big 
feasts held each year in Jerusalem which 
all Jews were expected to attend. He 
delivered his message. It was an ex- 
citing one, and soon the news spread 
and people came to hear him from all 
the country round. Who was this man? 


You remember that a few Sundays ago 
we talked about the books that record 
the stories of the Lord Jesus’ life. Let’s 
see how the three books which are the 
most alike and are called the Synoptic 
Gospels tell this story. Divide the class 
into three groups, one each to search 
Matthew 3:1-17, Mark 2:1-11, Luke 3: 
1-22 for the answers to questions. As 
the pupils determine in what book the 
details are given, write on the black- 
board an outline similar to the following: 


Wuo Top? 
When it happened—Luke 
How he looked—Matthew, Mark 
His message— 


“Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand”—Matthew 
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_own country, across the seven seas, 





GOD REVEALS IT, 
_ SATAN KNOWS IT, 
HITLER DOES IT! 


WHERE DO YOU STAND? 


E mean God’s irrevocable in- 

structions with regard to world 
missions—‘‘To the Jew First.’’ The 
devil believes this, brother, and, to- 
gether with Hitler, practices it! For 
has not the Jew been always first in 
every explosion of world hate? Is 
it not upon the Jew that the devil 
has ever concentrated his fiercest 
fires? When the Pharaohs sought 
slave labor for the rearing of their 
pyramids, “To the Jew First” was 
the passion which possessed their 
wicked souls. ‘To the Jew First” 
likewise possessed the soul and body 
of such an archfiend as Haman. 


Callous indeed must he be who in 
the face of an Israel going through 
such hellish agony as she has never 
known in all her long dark years of 
torture will still deny the Gospel 
ministry ‘“To the Jew First”! If 
the world has put the Jew first in 
its scheme of hate and destruction, 
then in the name of all justice 
where should the church put the Jew 
in her scheme of love and Gospel 
ministry? Ever eternally fixed, 
whether you accept it or not, dear 
reader, stands God’s order, ‘“To the 
Jew First.” 
« 


We are astride the world, at grips 
with the most gigantic tasks that 
ever a Jewish Mission Society faced. 
If ever the Macedonian cry needed 
to be shouted out, it is a30w. In our 


in the lands of Nazi oppression, in 
the land of Arab hate, almost 
wherever the sun shines, this mis- 
sion of yours is trumpeting the call 
to the last remnant of Israel for the 
final shout which we all await with 
bated breath. 


Your fellowship in this God-given 
task will prove rich beyond com- 
are. ‘*‘ THE CHOSEN PEOPLE,” 
oved by Bible students for its help- 
ful information on Prophecy and the 
Jews, is sent to contributors. 


MAY WE HEAR FROM YOU? 


American Board of Missions 
to the Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Here is my offering “‘ To the Jew First.”” May 
the Lord bless this gift for Israel’s salvation. 
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“Baptism of repentance for the remis- 
sion of sins”—Mark, Luke 
“There cometh one mightier than I 
after me’”’—Mark; see Matthew and 
Luke 
Who went to hear him and his advice to 
them— 
Common people of Jerusalem, Judea, 


Jordan region — Matthew, Mark, 
Luke 
Pharisees and Sadducees (religious 


people) —Matthew 

Publicans (tax collectors) —Luke 

Soldiers—Luke 
What he did to those who believed his 

message and _ repented — Matthew, 

Mark, Luke 
What prophecy he fulfilled—Matthew, 
Mark, Luke (comp, Isa. 40:3-5) 

The Lord Jequs, too, appeared on the 
banks of the Jordan for baptism. Did 
John want to baptize Him? Why not? 
Add to the outline: 

The baptism of Jesus—Matthew, Mark, 
Luke 

John’s objection—Matthew 

His praying—Luke 

The Spirit descending—Matthew, Mark, 

Luke 
The Voice from Heaven—Matthew, 
Mark, Luke 


Hundreds of people heard John’s mes- 


sage. Each one had to do something 
about it. For instance, a publican had 
to decide whether he would give up 


cheating and be baptized to get ready 
for the coming salvation, or whether he 
would keep on making money for him- 
self in the old selfish way. As Joshua 
had told his people many years before, 
“Choose you this day whom ye will 
serve” (Josh. 24:15, Memory Verse). 
That same message is for us right here 
in ———— (name your town). Which 
do you choose —to serve the Lord Jesus 
and give up your wrong selfish ways, 
or please yourself without regard for 
God and others? 


Several years ago rough Big Boy in 
the seventh grade accepted the Lord as 
his Saviour the very night before school 
began in the fall. One noon soon after, 
Big Boy’s temper got the better of him, 
and impudent words were spoken even 
to the teacher. After he had “tooled 
off” he admitted that he should not have 
said what he did. Then he added, “Per- 
haps you don’t know it, but I have got 
to clean up this disposition of mine for 
another reason, too. I promise to try 
never to act that way again.” Two weeks 
later he was baptized. The teacher could 
not help seeing the difference. He who 
had usually been rough and selfish with 
girls and smaller boys now reminded the 
other boys not to shove in for a drink 
but let the girls have a chance, and tried 
to keep the other big boys from annoy- 
ing the younger ones at their play. What 
made the difference? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


What bad habit of yours needs to be 
leveled off to make a smooth road for 
the Saviour in your life? “Choose you 
this day whom ye will serve” — the Sav- 
iour or self. 


FRANKFORT, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


E KNOW very little of the early 

life, boyhood, and young manhood 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, but we do 
know He grew up in Nazareth in His 
mother’s home, reared, as was every 
Jewish lad, to know the Scriptures; and 
at twelve years of age He astonished the 
leaders of Israel by His wisdom, in 
talking with them in the Temple in 
Jerusalem. | 


Then the next glimpse we have of 
Him is when He appears at the Jordan 
where John the Baptist was preaching, 
and asked John to baptize Him. 

John was a relative of Jesus, their 
mothers being cousins, and he had 
known Jesus all his life, and he felt that 
he was not worthy to baptize Jesus. 
Unquestionably the life of Jesus was 
such that those who knew Him realized 
His holiness and His perfection, though 
they may not have recognized His deity. 


But Jesus insisted that John baptize 
Him, though John said it should be the 
other way around: that Jesus should 
baptize him. 


There is no definite statement as to 
why Jesus was baptized of John, though 
here are several suggested reasons: (1) 
Jesus was to receive His anointing for 
His threefold work as Prophet, Priest, and 
King. (2) The Son of God, having taken 
on the form of man, became obedient in 
every detail. (3) The baptism of John 
was the call of God to Israel, and so 
Jesus took His place with the believing 
remnant. 


Your Primary class would not under- 
stand these reasons if you explained 
them, but they will be interested in this 
first manifestation of the Trinity. In the 
Old Testament, the Trinity is suggested 
or foreshadowed, in many places, but 
here a'l three Persons are present. 


As Jesus came up out of the water 
after His baptism, the Holy Spirit in 
the likeness of a dove, descended upon 
Him, and a Voice from Heaven spoke, 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased” (Matt. 3:17). 


Use the Scripturegraph with a picture 
representing the Jordan. Put in the 
crowd of people, two figures represent- 
ing John the Baptist and Jesus, and the 
Dove resting on Jesus. Then represent 
the Voice with the words the Father said. 
Thus you can present the lesson story 
so your youngest child will grasp it and 
remember it. 


Mopesto, Cauir. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—Be a “voice” for the Lord. 

Class Organization.—We included in our 
suggestive list of committees one called 
“Friendship.” ‘You may prefer some other 
name, such as “Invitation,” ‘“Member- 
ship,” or “Publicity,” but provision 
should be made for one group of girls to 
be responsible for definite acts of friend- 
liness in the name of Christ and the 
class. Duties will include invitations to 
friends to join the class; quick follow-up 
interest in all who come; visits or other 
reminders to absent members; considera- 
tion and kindnesses shown to families of 
class members, and to adults and children 
in your church. Definite evangelistic 
work among schoolmates, or an interces- 
sory prayer group may be part of the 
service of this committee. 

Preparation.—In addition to a scene of 
the baptism of the Lord Jesus, bring to 
class a poster showing a group of young 
people talking together. Use the follow- 


ing, or a title of the girls’ choosing: “I 
have not hid thy righteousness within my 
heart” (Psa. 40:10). 











E FIND in our text three points 
of progress in Christian develop- 
ment. Consider these from the point of 
view of a girl. First, she must hear 
about the Lord from a witness who al- 
ready knows Him (Luke 3:1-6). Next 
she must hear the voice of God through 
the Holy Spirit’s message to her 
heart, and through the “voice” of the 
Bible (vs. 15-17, 21, 22). Finally, in 
order to complete the circuit of her 
relationship with God, unless, perhaps, 
hers is a death-bed conversion, the girl 
should show Christ through her life, 
and speak of Him with their lips. 
Make a triangle and print on each side 
one of the following: 


1. Hear a witness. 
2. Meet Jesus Christ. 
3. Magnify Him. 

A “VoIce” 

To everyone he met, wherever he went, 
John the Baptist told of a “new social 
order” (Kingdom), new motives for con- 
duct, based on love instead of law and 
fear, and of a Man who would empower 
subjects of the Kingdom to live victori- 
ously. Not sacrifice for show, but sur- 
render because of love was John’s mes- 
sage,—a common, everyday love. Not 
form, but fruit did God want, — fruit 
that the next door neighbor could see. 

“Can you give us power for such a 
life?” asked his audience. 

Here was the point at which John in- 
troduced Jesus, the one Man whose life 
wholly pleased God. , 


“BEHOLD . . . My BELOVED” 

The voice of a witness, alone, can 
never penetrate a heart, but the voice 
of a witness dynamic with Holy Spirit 
power can make contact with Heaven 
until the Voice of God is heard. What 
does God say? He, through the Spirit, 
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Lesson for January 18 


speaks of Christ (John 15:26). What is 
this testimony? (Matt. 3:17; 12:18; 17:5; 
Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35; Eph. 1:6; 2 Pet. 1: 
17.) What does it mean to you that 
Christ is God’s “beloved Son”? This Son 
“well pleased” the Father, and if we 
would please the Father, we must ac- 
knowledge Lordship of His Son. Read 
the Song of Solomon, and mark each 
reference to “my beloved.” Is Christ 
becoming all of this to you? 


“I Have Not REFRAINED My Lips” 

What can you say of Christ that will 
honor Him, and help those to whom you 
speak? Read in class Psalm 40, noting 
how it magnifies the Lord, and shows 
determination not to hide His righteous- 
ness within the heart, but to speak of 
it wherever an audience will hear. List 
for home reading Isaiah 40 through 42, 
How is God glorified, and man com- 
forted, yet subdued? Mark each refer- 
ence to “voice,” either God’s, or man’s, 

Does it fill you with fear and trem- 
bling when you mention the Lord? You 
need not “preach at” people, but, like 
John, become so thoroughly convinced 
of the absolute worthiness of the Lord 
that you must express your conviction. 
How can you become proficient in this 
form of testimony? 

Have you ever been brought face to 
face with the fact that all that really 
matters in this world, and throughout 
eternity, is our close, constant fellow- 
ship with the One “whom having not 
seen,” we love? My own experiences of 
this kind have been numerous, and some 
of them recent, and I love to tell of what 
the Saviour means to me. You, too, as 
you know Him ever more intimately, 
will have an unquenchable desire to 
make His “lovingkindness” known, 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
w 


A Sunday School Convention 
in Chicago 
(Continued from page 5) 


A climax was reached when G. Otto 
Underwood, chairman of the Convention 
Committee, presented a resolution which 
had been drawn up by a previously ap- 
pointed Resolutions Committee. This 
resolution, which was adopted by an 
overwhelming majority of the delegates 
present, is as follows: 


Whereas, in recognition of the all-impor- 
tant place that the teacher holds in any 
program for Sunday school enlargement and 
improvement, 

Be it resolved, that the Greater Chicago 
Sunday School Association adopt a training 
standard which will have for its goal, “Every 
teacher in training’’—and only such in- 
structors engaged as new teachers as are 
willing to take training. 

Be it resolved, that the Association go on 
record as approving the courses of the Evan- 
gelical Teacher Training Association, and 
urging every teacher to complete at least 
the Preliminary Training Course for a 
teacher's certificate as a minimum requisite. 

Be it further resolved, that all Sunday 
schools that adopt this goal be recognized 
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as having taken the first and most impor- 
tant step toward becoming a standard Sun- 
day school. 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, teacher of Eng- 
lish Bible, Moody Institute, the speaker 
of the evening, threw out a powerful 
challenge to his listeners to study, teach, 
and uphold the infallible Word of God. 
His topic was: “Why the Study and 
Teaching of the Word of God is More 
Important in this Day of World Convul- 
sion Than Ever Before.” It is certain 
that, after hearing this message, many 

(Continued on page 15) 
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SPECIAL WORK FOR Weyitn 


Farn up to $23 weekly and your Bab EN 
vassing, no investment, Wee fully giving age, dress size, 
FASHION FROCKS, inc. Dept. 31134 Cincinnati, Ohio 





“The Harness Maker” 


If you read and like *‘Man, the Harness Mak- 
er,” you will like the Shadduck books. We 
think no books easier to lend, harder to get 
back, except pocket-books. They are 20c each 
postpaid. All 9, and 2 extra, for $2. In quantities 
for distribution for half price. See conditions in 
our ad on page 1068 of last week's issue. 

Homo Pub. Co., Harbor Station, Ashtabula, Ohio 
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A COMMENTARY ON THE UNIFORM SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 


BY 


WILBUR M. SMITH. D.D 


COMPLETE IN SPIRITUAL AND INSPIRATIONAL INTERPRETATION OF 
LESSON TEXT, MAPS, ILLUSTRATIONS, QUOTATIONS, BIBLIOGRAPHY 


AND TEACHING METHODS FOR ALL GRADES. 


AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY, 


BOSTON, MASS. 








Despite the “ups and downs” of 
world conditions the American Bible 
Society has never failed to meet the pay- 
ments on Annuity Agreements. No cou- 
pons to clip, no papers to sign and mail. 
You simply receive your checks at stated 
intervals . . . that’s all there is to a plan 
which has brought comfort and good 
cheer to thousands of men and women 
in all parts of the country, 


AN 
INCOME 
ASSURED 








We will gladly send the booklet “A Gift That Lives” to all who are interested. 
For your convenience, the coupon below is ready to fill out and mail. 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


American Bible Society, Bible House, New York, N. Y. 
Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-83 
entitled “A Gift That Lives? 





NEVER WORRY OUR 
HAPPY ANNUITANTS 


Annuity Agreements are frequently used 
to provide for the future years of a 
loved one whose present income is tem- 
porary or insufficient. Why not get the 
full story on this safe, practical plan 
which not only gives security and peace 
of mind for the coming years, but also 
gives you the happy satisfaction of know- 
ing you are helping to extend the impor- 
tant Bible ministry all over the world. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 8) 


1. Isaiah, as related in chapter 40. 


2. He called the people to repentance, that 
they might be reatly to receive the King. 


3. Multitudes flocked to hear, and large 
numbers were baptized. 


4. John’s chief message was repentance 
and judgment. He told of a new Kingdom, 
a new social and personal conduct, and he 
introduced the One who could make that 
Kingdom and conduct a reality. 


5. While many among John’s audience 
were sincerely penitent, yet great num- 
bers of those who heard him were cere- 
mony-honoring Jews who held to the letter 
of the law rather than the spirit. 

6. Eight persons; it came, not to any of 
the seven great ones, but to John. 

7. The law suggested human endeavor; the 
message of John suggested sorrow for hu- 
man failure, followed by transformation of 
heart and conduct. Compare 1 Corinthians 
13 with Luke 3:8-14. 

8. The world needs not formal church- 
ianity, but Christ, the “beloved Son” of God. 

9. It was the confession of sin and the 
acknowledgment that sin deserved death. 

10. As a pledge that He was ready to be 
surety for those who owned their true con- 
dition before God. 





The Yoon People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 25. I. “Loyalty to Christ’s Church.” 
(Beginning Christian Endeavor Week. De- 
nominational Day.) Psa. 84:1-4; Heb. 10:22-25. 


Sunday, January 18 


Ill. Putting Life Into Our Meetings 
(Psa. 107:1-3; Phil. 3:4-9) 





Mon.—Speaking (Mark 5:19). 
Tues.—Singing (Eph. 5:19). 
Wed.—Stimulating (Acts 10:44, 45). 
Thurs.—Succoring (Acts 4:32). 
Fri.—Spiritualizing (Matt. 18:20). 
Sat.—Satisfying (Phil. 4:6, 7). 











OUR basic ingredients should be kept 

constantly in mind in any considera- 
tion we give of our weekly young peo- 
ple’s meeting. No meeting can be truly 
successful that omits any one of them, 
although their form may be and should 
be varied infinitely, and their order 
changec whenever this seems wise. They 
are: (1) Worship; (2) Instruction; (3) 
Participation; (4) Fellowship. 

No matter how carefully your pro- 
gram may have been planned, it should 
be checked to see that all four of these 
basic elements are included somewhere. 
However, they should also be planned 
for in such a way that the unity of the 
meeting will be preserved and that all 
four will harmonize and make their par- 
ticular contribution to the specific aim 
and topic of the meeting. How often, 
for instance, the hymns chosen for any 
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particular meeting are selected at ran- 
dom at the last moment, and have no 
bearing whatever on the topic. Like- 
wise the prayer time may be so general 
that no link with the topic of the meet- 
ing can be discovered. Proper planning 
will avoid such disjointed and discon- 
nected meetings. 
ye 


Perhaps the first thought of the prayer 
meeting committee in this matter of put- 
ting life into our meetings should be 
directed toward effective planning. It 
should first of all be long distant, — not 
that a whole year’s meetings must be 
planned in detail, but it is certainly 
valuable to plan a year or at least half 
a year ahead, in outline, so that special 
meetings suitable to the particular sea- 
sons or special days of the year may be 
fitted in and provided for well in ad- 
vance. 


Then detail planning for the month 
ahead is vitally important. Let this 
planning include the leaders of each 
meeting involved, and let them see that 
the whole committee is working together 
with them to make the meeting just as 
interesting and attractive and helpful as 
it can be. Seldom will this fail to stimu- 
late a leader to do his or her best. 


Plan the details of each meeting care- 
fully, including the hymns to be sung, 
those who are to participate in such ways 
as reading the Scripture, in vocal or in- 
strumental numbers, and in any other 
way. Avoid last minute choices, if pos- 
sible, and have the program for the 
meeting typed in a sufficient number of 
copies for all who are taking part, so 
that each will know without any an- 
nouncement from the leader what comes 
next. The writer well remembers one 
meeting he attended not long ago where 
the young man in charge repeated over 
and over again throughout the meeting, 
“At this time we will have—,” until 
it almost became a monotonous theme 
song. 

Make certain that the leader under- 
stands that he or she is not to take up 
all the available time with a lecture. 
The most effective leader will state the 
topic clearly; will offer some suggestions 
as to the various lines of discussion; and 
will then give others in the meeting an 
opportunity to speak. This should not 
be done with a relieved air of throwing 
the whole topic into the laps of those 
who are listening, and then sitting down 
as though one’s job were completed. 
Rather it should be done with tactful 
encouragement and suggestion that will 
prompt others to speak. 


But, by all means, the leader must be 
prepared to sum up and bring the 
thought of the meeting to a conclusion. 
Remember that your young people’s 
meeting is not an open forum where 
everyone’s opinion is voiced and no con- 
clusion is reached. The purpose of your 
meeting is to give young folks an op- 
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portunity to express themselves, and 
then to see what the Word of God says 
about the particular topic in hand. This 
can be done in a way that need not of- 
fend. For instance, the leader may say, 
“Now we have had a number of indi- 
vidual expressions or thoughts concern- 
ing the topic, let us see now what God’s 
Word tells us about it,” and go on and 
give some Scripture passages, with brief 
comments, that will sum up the thought. 


se 


It is not difficult to see from the above 
that, if we are to put life into our meet- 
ings, there must be adequate prepara- 
tion. Your young-people expect to give 
time to prepare any theme that they 
must present in school. Is it any less 
important to give time to make the 
proper preparation for the young peo- 
ple’s meeting? Insist that the leaders of 
the meeting meet with the prayer meet- 
ing committee at least once before the 
meeting, preferably not less than a week 
ahead of time. In this meeting do not 
forget the prayer preparation that is 
needed. The Lord Jesus said, “Without . 
me ye can do nothing.” 


se 


It will be obvious from the above that 
putting life into our meetings must mean 
helping the leader. Many of our 
leaders will be inexperienced. Let the 
prayer meeting committee share with 
them what they have learned and thus 
help to give them confidence and en- 
couragement. By all means the prayer 
meeting committee should be at the 
meeting on time, or before time, to make 
sure that any necessary changes at the 
last minute are cared for. 


It is the responsibility of the prayer 
meeting committee to see that the leader 
has adequate help in preparing the topic. 
There are many sound periodicals that 
print helps for young people’s topics. 
An active young people’s society should 
have for the use of its prayer meeting 
committee and leaders a worth-while 
concordance such as “Walker’s Compre- 
hensive Concordance” (The Macmillan 
Company, 60 Fifth Avenue, New York 
City, $2). A ggod Bible dictionary such 
as “A Dictionary of the Bible,” by John 
D. Davis (Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia, $3) will be found most helpful. 
Any one of the following books will 
prove useful to the prayer meeting com- 
mittee in planning meetings, and will 
give many valuable suggestions, although 
the bibliography found in some of these 
is not wholly to be trusted: 

Better Meetings for the Young People’s 
Society, by Harry Thomas Stock (Interna- 


tional Society of Christian Endeavor, 41 
Mt. Vernon St., Boston, 75 cents). 

The Successful Young People’s Society, by 
Katherine Atkinson Miller (Doubleday, 
Doran Company, Garden City, New York, 
$1.75). 

One Hundred Successful C. E. Prayer 
Meetings, by James DeForest Murch (Stand- 
ard Publishing Company, Cincinnati, $1). 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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A Sunday School Convention 
in Chicago 
(Continued from page 13) 


teachers in the Chicago area are devot- 
ing more time to the study of the un- 
searchable riches of Christ in prepara- 
tion for their teaching ministry. 


Plans are now under way for subdivid- 
ing the Chicago area into districts, and 
conducting several district, or regional, 
conferences during the year, and holding 
the large convention annually rather 
than semiannually. 


CHICAGO. 





With the New Books 


Questions Jesus Answered. By William 
Ward Ayer, D.D. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.). The 
author of this book is known.to a great 
number of Christians, both for the rich 
blessing ‘which attends his radio min- 
istry, and for the wonderful way in 
which God has used him in the pas- 
torate of the Calvary Baptist Church in 
New York City. The book is composed 
of ten sermons, the first two of which 
are in a sense introductory to the gen- 
eral theme, and the last eight dealing 
specifically with questions which were 
brought to our Lord. Here are some 
excellent examples of Biblical preach- 
ing, which combine a careful presenta- 
tion of the great truths of the Word 
with a challenging application of these 
truths to present-day life. Dr. Ayer’s 
sermon on “How Oft Shall My Brother 
Sin Against Me, and I Forgive Him?” is 
one of especial power, and the message 
which deals with giving tribute to 
Cesar has a very sane application to our 
present warring world, with its multi- 
tude of new problems which young peo- 
ple must face. The author's style is 
simple and direct, and he has a message 
which men need to hear. 


Easy Object Lessons. By Elmer L. 
Wilder. (Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1. Homely ob- 
jects, cleverly used, illustrate many pre- 
cious Bible truths. The materials for 
these lessons can be found in the average 
home, thus saving the teacher difficulty 
in finding the necessary objects. The 
lessons set forth are clear and attrac- 
tive, so that pupils cannot fail to under- 
stand. Such subjects as “Salvation,” 
“Prayer,” “Abiding in Christ,” “Submis- 
sion,” “Growing in Grace,” and many 
others are considered. Teachers of chil- 
dren, young people’s workers, pastors, 
Daily Vacation Bible School leaders, and 
others will welcome this interesting and 
helpful collection of object talks. Chil- 
dren in the home would find happy Sun- 
day afternoon occupation in working out 
these lessons for themselves, 
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‘ For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee, 


January 12 to 18 
Mon.—Luke 3:1-6. 

John Prepares the Way for Jesus. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Prepare ye the 

way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.” Have you any crooked paths 
to straighten out before the Lord will 
work mightily in your home, your 
church, your community? John knew 
well that revival begins with repentance 
on the part of the people of God. His 
own righteous life, and faithful presen- 
tation of God’s Word helped to prepare 
the way for His Lord. You are called 
upon to be straight and true, and to 
give to others God’s Word in the power 
of the Spirit. Pray for prompt evan- 
gelization of villages in India. 


Tues.—Luke 3:15-18. John Exalts Jesus. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “One mightier 
than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes 
I am not worthy to unloose.” John knew 
his place. He was only the Lord’s mes- 
senger. He felt utterly unworthy even 
to loose Christ’s shoestrings. Let us also 
exalt our Saviour and Judge, who will 
separate saints and sinners at last as a 
farmer separates chaff from wheat. Pray 
for revival in the churches in India. 


Wed.—Matthew 3:13-17. John Baptizes Jesus. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It becometh us 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Our Lord 
was baptized. For Christ it was clearly 
the Father’s will. Never despise what 
the Lord has honored. Baptism is a 
public testimony for the Lord. It is the 
answer of a good conscience and an act 
of obedience to God. “It becometh us to 
fulfil all righteousness.” Pray for all 
Christian agencies in India. 


Thurs.—Mark 1:1-8. 
The Baptism of Repentance. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “John did baptize 
. and preach the baptism of repent- 
ance for the remission of sins.” Upon 
confession of sin John baptized multi- 
tudes from Judea and Jerusalem. They 
of Jerusalem went out and were baptized 
confessing their sins. The awakening 
was of short duration, as Jesus said: “Ye 
were willing for a season to rejoice in 
his [John’s] light” (John 5:35). It is still 
easier to be baptized than to renounce 
the Devil and all his works. Pray for 
Christian literature ministries in India, 
Fri—Acts 2:1-8. 
: The Baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
PRAYER SvuccesTions: “They were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost.” The “bap- 
tism of the Holy Spirit” occurred at Pen- 
tecost. Believers were, by the Holy 
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Your Teachers Deserve the Best! 





FEATURES: 
Introduction and The Lesson 


Verse Verse 
y David J. Fant 
Lessons from the Lesson 
y Ira E. David 
The Beginner’s Class 
‘By Eleanor M. Jones 


The Pri Class and 
The j Stern mn 
By Stella M. Rudy 
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By Maud E. MacPhee 


The Lesson Illustrated 
By Addie B. Anderson 


ONLY 1060c. for complete samples of sound Sunday 
School papers and quarterlies, including Teachers 
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Bible Markers 
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417 Fifth Avenue 
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At Last! The Supreme all-pur- 
pose song book you have long 
awaited, Affords unmatched mu- 
sical resources for every service 
—every need, 


TABERNACLE 


yudeen rien 


Has more features and advantages than any 
comparable book. Opens new floodgates of 


life-changing song. Get a sample copy— 
see its many new songs and long familiar 
hymns, its. vigorous choruses, instrumental 
numbers, and also its favorite, usable 
Scripture readings. Waterproof cloth bind- 
ing, introductory price, $55.00 a hundred, 
not prepaid. Bristol paper $35.00 a hundred, 
For returnable sample, write name 
and address in margin, clip and mail. 
Give church and denomination. 


TABERNACLE 


PustisHinc COMPANY 
352-A North Waller Ave. Chicago, illinois 








Old Fashioned Revival 
Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 


Mutual Network and Independ- 
ent Stations. Consult radio log 
of local newspapers for stations 
and times. 


CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif. 


If you like this series, we remind you that 
4 other articles by same author, that were 
voc agg BI in 8.8. Times have been reprinted in 
k f They are “MISTAKES GOD DID 
NOT MAKE, ”" “DUST AND DEITY,” “SEVEN 
THUNDERS,” and “RASTUS AGUSTUS.” a. 
send them post paid for 20c each. Ther 
a way you can get them for distribution at "halt 
price. See conditions in our ad on page 1 
of last week’s issue. 
Homo Pub. Co., Harbor Station, Ashtabula, Ohio 
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Spirit, united in one body and were filled 
with heavenly grace. As Israel was Bap- 
tized unto Moses, in the cloud and in 
the sea, so the Christians at Pentecost 
were baptized by the Spirit unto one 
fellowship in Christ. Christians need to 
be filled with the Spirit. Pray for the 
missionaries of India. 


Sat.—Acts 2:37-41. Christian Baptism. : 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Baptized ... in 
the name of Jesus Christ.” Christians in 
baptism confess Christ before many wit- 
nesses. When baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ they set forth His work of 
cleansing us from sin. This outward 
sign speaks of His renewing work in 
the soul giving newness of life. Bap- 
tism differently interpreted still holds 
a central place in the Christian Church, 
Pray for all the Christians in India. 
Sun.—Joel 2:28-32. 
The Promise of the Holy Spirit. 
Prayer Succestions: “I will pour out 


my spirit upon all flesh.” Peter at 
Pentecost said: “This is that which was 
spoken by the prophet Joel.” This dates 


the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. The 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost came to con- 
vince of sin, righteousness, and judg- 
ment; to cleanse hearts by faith, and to 
fill them with grace. The Spirit of truth, 
our Comforter, Helper, and Guide, prom- 
ised by our Lord, will abide with each 
child of God. Pray for another mighty 
spiritual awakening in India. 














at home 


Protect your own 
future with 


MOODY 
ANNUITIES 


-.. and at the same time have a 
substantial share in this Christian 
work. MOODY ANNUITIES are a 
defense against financial care and 
worry because they provide you 
with a regular, liberal return. 
Holders of Moody Annuities have 
received their checks in FULL 
without interruption for over 35 
years. Write for FREE booklet, 
Dovuste Diviwenns, explaining this 
defense plan for you. 
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Annuity Dept. S-99 
O Please send me your FREE booklet, Dovste Drvmenps. 
I am under 20 years of age. Also send Booklet A. 
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Hi The MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 










153 INSTITUTE PL 
CHICAGO, ILL 
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Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 


to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THe Sunpay Scoot TImMes sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Tres. 

Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequently 
does, the Tres bears the additional ex- 
change cost. (It has been as high as 20 
per cent.) 

Tue Sunpay Scnoo.t Trmes is paying the 
War Excliange Tax for all of its Canadian 
subscribers. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. 


68 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


















